POLITICAL    AND    MILITARY    SITUATION

enemy strengthened and widened the blockade of our
ports. We lacked clothing and equipment for the troops
and this had contributed to their demoralisation. We
were at such a disadvantage as the moment approached
for the decisive battle that, if we had to fight, it would be
with very small reserves, with practically no artillery
and what we had of poor quality. Our machine-guns
were so scarce that one battalion of the enemy had the
same quantity as four of our battalions had, and we
lacked trench mortars for reserve units. The effectiveness
of our Air Force and Tanks was practically nil, as also that
of our anti-tank and anti-aircraft material, so scarce were
they. Our transport facilities were very limited, so that our
mobility was deficient. Moreover, there was no news to
support the supposition that our Transport could be
improved, since for a long time we had lacked accessories
and spare parts.

Our Commanders, with the best will in the world, and
ready to sacrifice themselves on the altars of Spain and the
Republic, lacked the training necessary for mobile
warfare, since although it was true that they had learned
something of defence tactics, they were still incapable of
the manoeuvres of retreat and counter-attack.

The enemy, after the conquest of Catalonia, had
proceeded to concentrate its reserves on other fronts,
moving most of them to the region south of Madrid. Six
Army Corps had been identified in this zone, perfectly
equipped with machine-guns and artillery, and having
the support of at least seven hundred aeroplanes and a
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